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Ministers Report 
 

Dear Friends, 

One of the plus sides of being retired is that you never quite know what’s 

going to meet you round the corner.  It is in this context that the God of 

surprises comes into focus in the most fascinating of ways.  Thus it was 

that I was asked to spend this year excersising part time oversight of the 

Pilgrims Way congregation.  And so, for the next few months that is just 

what I’ll be doing.   

 

I’ve already discovered the vibrancy in the worshipping life of the 

congregation.  A vibrancy which will surely be added to by the significant 

improvements made to the worship space we share.  On the ‘business’ 

front it was deeply encouraging to see so many people stay on for the 

recent Church Meeting held after morning worship.  It indicated a 

willingness of folk to take an interest in the life of the Pilgrims Way 

community.  My hope for the Church would be that this is translated into 

an ever increasing willingness of members to be involved in key 

leadership rolls in our multi-ethnic congregation. 

 

In the carrying out of our ministry in the locality we continue to be 

blessed with one of the best sites in Newham.  This is reflected in the use 

that is made of the premises as well as in the Coffee Mornings held here.  

These are both a source of contact with and service to the local 

community. Allied to this are the countless, often untold, stories of the 

ways in which members are fulfilling their calling in the day to day living 

of their lives. We give thanks to God for this and more. 
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As I write I am aware that steps are in process to appoint the person who 

will be coming to East Ham as your Minister in August 2009.  I’m sure that 

you would want to join with me in offering prayers for all those involved 

in this enterprise.  More information will be shared in the not too distant 

future. 

 

In the meanwhile I look forward to working with you in seeking to make 

Pilgrims Way Congregational/Methodist Church an ever increasing sign of 

the Realm of God in East Ham.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Ron Smith 

 

Church Secretary 
During the past year Pilgrims Way Church welcomed Peter Kane as 

minister and also said farewell to him. Peter felt that the Church of 

England was more appropriate for his ministry and so following his 

resignation at the beginning of 2008 the Church Council and Church 

Meeting have had to discuss, plan and put in place strategies to help the 

church through a period of time without a full time minister. For example, 

the church now has to be more proactive in training and organising 

members to lead worship. A Pastoral Group is currently planning the 

development and leadership of house groups on a geographical basis 

which will foster greater fellowship amongst the members. Alongside 

these two initiatives, more members have been encouraged and are 

volunteering to help with all the jobs which ensure that Pilgrims Way 

Church functions smoothly. 
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Church Council together with the Finance and Property Committee has 

this year organised a programme of refurbishment. This has resulted in 

the installation of ramps for the disabled which now give access to all of 

the ground floor.  As a result of installing ramps the Gent’s toilets were 

refurbished and the Nearly New cupboard enlarged. The final stages of 

redecoration and re carpeting are currently taking place in the Worship 

Area. A new sound system, screens, IT equipment and clavinova will all be 

installed shortly, all of which will enhance our worship. Special thanks 

should be given to those members of the church who have used their 

expertise in music, IT and electrical installations in order for this to 

happen. 

All these changes have come about as the result of a large legacy left to 

Pilgrims Way Church by a lady who by chance came in to Wednesday 

Coffee and found friendship, fellowship and support during the last years 

of her life. We must give thanks and praise to God for the opportunity 

that He has given Pilgrims Way to serve the local community. 

As the year progressed it became obvious that a new approach needed to 

be made with regard to Church Meetings. The Church Meeting is the 

decision making body of Pilgrims Way Church and being a member of this 

church requires attendance at these meetings, and yet only thirteen 

people were present when a decision on the contribution towards the 

Newham Methodist Circuit Funds had to be made, the sum involved 

being very substantial.  Traditionally meetings have taken place in the 

evenings and this was evidently not convenient for the majority of 

members, therefore Church Council proposed a change in the timing of 

Church Meetings so that they would follow morning worship. 

Subsequently the last two meetings have been held at 11.30am and the 

number of members attending has been greater and much more 

representative of the church. Hopefully more members will now be more 

aware of all that is involved and required at Pilgrims Way Church in order 

to support the work of God in East Ham, and His plan for His people. 
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At the Annual General Meeting in 2007 thanks were expressed to Kelechi 

Uneze-Ogu and Margaret Davies for their work throughout their term on 

Church Council. Mark Palmer was appointed to Church Council at the 

meeting and Margaret offered to continue for another three years. The 

commitment of Church Council members to attend meetings is essential 

and open and frank discussions in an atmosphere of Christian love are 

crucial for the health of the church. Pilgrims Way Church is fortunate that 

during the last year the members of Church Council have worked 

together, whatever their differences, for the work of God at Pilgrims Way. 

Church Council asked recently if it was possible to thank those people 

who are not members of this church or congregation but give their time 

to support our church by volunteering to help with such activities as 

Nearly New Sales and Saturday Coffee. I feel that this is an appropriate 

occasion on which we can publicly do this. I would just like to mention in 

particular: Brad Emerson who has collated the weekly newsletter for ten 

years but is now no longer able to continue and Terry Holdsworth.   

Although Terry has been employed by the church on all our building 

projects, he has never the less often given more of himself than required.  

We are fortunate that during the coming months we will have Revd. Ron 

Smith available to give pastoral oversight to the church but challenging 

times are ahead as we seek a new minister. Each member must seek to 

discern the part that God is asking them to take during this time so that 

the fellowship of believers at Pilgrims Way will be strengthened and 

energised to do God’s bidding. So I would ask you to pray for Church 

Council, the Church Meeting and each other during the next year. 

Gillian Striesow 
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Church Administrator 
The Administrator can be found beavering away in the church office 

between 10am and 2pm Monday to Thursday dealing with all sorts of 

enquiries and welcoming visitors.  It has been a busy year (what’s new), 

the first without constant ministerial company in the office to keep me on 

my toes (and supplied with biscuits and cream cakes!).  During the year 

various employment procedures including Disciplinary, Grievance and 

Absence Management have been drafted and approved, and the 

Safeguarding Policy has been updated. 

I continue to liaise with the Nursery and all the user group leaders.  We 

have lost two user groups:  the French group, and the Blood Donors, but 

have gained extra regular and one off sessions with existing user groups, 

as well as occasional parties and church anniversaries.  Peter Kane met 

regularly with the leaders of the other congregations using our building 

which has greatly strengthened the good relations I had already built up 

with them. 

Chris English retired from her cleaning job in May.  Patricia Mandell has 

taken over her duties and is now working 18 hours per week and doing a 

splendid job.  Beatrice Kumi and Paul Stokes kindly volunteered to be 

available for out of hours emergency call out which takes the pressure off 

George and me. 

If you are passing the church during office hours do drop in and say hello.  

If I’m feeling really kind you might even get a cup of coffee! 

Sue Jex 

Elders 
The elders continue to support the church in every way possible. 

Briony Milne 
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Banner Group 
During the past year various members have taken the large banner and 

completed different parts, for example sewing on fish, cutting out the 

letters of the text and putting together the sun with its rays. The banner is 

now in the final stages of completion. We should soon be able to hang it 

in our newly refurbished Worship Area, however with the addition of 

screens at both sides of the front board new means of hanging the 

banners will have to be designed 

Gillian 

Bible Study at Diane and Pauls Home 
We met for the first few months of the year using ‘Life-Builder Bible 

Studies’. We chatted about Old Testament characters and their stories. 

Unfortunately we haven’t been able to continue meeting due to the 

various disabilities of the members. 

Diane Charman. 

 

Wednesday Coffee and Nearly New 
Our Wednesday morning ‘Nearly New’ is growing.  We now have new 

faces behind the counter and in front, which is great. 

From time to time we run out of new bags to open but mostly we have 

donations of books, clothes, bedding and bric-a-brac on a weekly basis 

which is so generous and much appreciated. All in all it is a great place to 

spend a couple of hours on a Wednesday morning and I only hope that 

the folk who come in through our doors to partake of tea, coffee, soup or 

bargains enjoy the experience as much as I do. 

We also managed to raise over £1600 for church funds. 

Gwen Milne 
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Wednesday Fellowship 
We meet on Wednesday afternoons, usually in the chapel, sometimes in 

the Myrtle Hall. This year we have had a varied programme with speakers 

bringing a Christian message or telling us about their own interest or 

work, and ‘do it ourselves’ afternoons including listening to music, gentle 

keep fit exercises, quizzes and more practical hands-on activities. We 

would welcome new members to our group so if you are free on a 

Wednesday afternoon come and see what we do. We meet at 2 o’clock 

and afterwards have refreshments and a chat at about 2.45 

Diane Charman 

Junior Church  
Busy with preparation for our Nativity service in the Church on December 

the 14th.  Junior Church membership continues to remain strong 

throughout the year. What a blessing! 

Crèche facilities are available every Sunday for infants between the ages 

of 0 and three, the primary Department at present  have between 6 and 

12 children aged 3-7, Juniors again up to 12 children between the ages of 

8 and 12 and Seniors sometimes as many as 15 children aged  12 or older. 

During the year the Junior Department work on activities relating to the 

Bible, The Juniors most recently have all entered a drawing competition in 

conjunction with “Hope in London” and the Seniors partake in debate and 

dramatisation of various Bible themes. Help is always needed both on a 

regular basis and also ad hoc to cover holidays in every department. 

Should you be interested please speak to one of the Junior Church 

Leaders. 

Sue Stinson 
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Pilgrims Rest Café ɀ Saturdays 
If you are in East Ham on a Saturday morning between 10 am and 12 

noon, please support Pilgrims Rest Café by dropping in for a lovely cup of 

fair-trade tea or coffee and a slice of home-made cake.   

We offer a varied menu including all sorts of lovely home-made cakes and 

scones, bread pudding, toast and soup, sausage rolls and occasional 

‘specials’.  And to drink you can have tea, coffee, chocolate, squash or a 

variety of herbal and fruit teas. 

We see some new faces as well as a number of ‘regulars’ who come along 

each week and meet up with their friends, but there is always room for 

more. We would love to welcome you to join us for Saturday morning 

refreshments. 

All proceeds are donated to charity. 

And if you would like to help, please speak to me – we would love to add 

your name to the rota. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported us during the last year and we 

look forward to welcoming many more of you in the coming months. 

Phyllis Clark 

Creche 
Another year is nearly over and God has showered us with many blessings 

of newborn beautiful babies and toddlers. Thanks be to God. Thanks to 

everybody who has contributed in anyway to the crèche. We are 

exploring ways of improving the service such as a safer and a happy 

environment for the toddlers and babies. 

Crèche is available during the Sunday morning service.  The age group 

ranging from 5 months to 3 years. Then they progress onto Junior Sunday 

school at the age of 3 yrs. Class sizes range from 2 or more at anytime. 
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Encouraging the toddlers to draw or scribble on the paper and take home 

to show their families what they have done. There are also lots of lovely 

toys and very educational ones to play with while in crèche. 

We advise all the parents to stay and introduce the toddler (if 1st time) 

and to settle down the toddler before leaving them in the crèche. Some 

may even refused to stay. 

There must be at least two people to supervise and look after the toddler. 

We have volunteers from the Junior Church who supports the crèche very 

strongly. 

We need your help and your support. Please come and Join us at Crèche!   

Mary Adiyan 

Musicians 
We continue to play for worship. This year more people have played their 

instruments on Sunday mornings and we encourage others (adults and 

youngsters) to play too. We have got excited about the arrival of the 

clavinova and hope it can be used to enhance the music provision during 

worship. 

Briony 

Thursday Bible Study 
We meet in the Chapel every fortnight at 7.45pm for about one hour. 

We either cover a particular book, character or a theme. As we search the 

scriptures, we discover many wonderful aspects of the Bible and how the 

word of the Lord is very relevant to today’s world. 

We have just started a new series entitled ‘The Healing God’. 

Come and join us if you are able. We are a very friendly group and you 

will be made very welcome. 

Vera Livett and Sue Jex 
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JMA ɀ Junior Mission for All 
This year we raised £559.50 for mission work.  20% of all money raised is 

spent on mission in this country and the rest goes to our Partner 

Churches overseas. 

We have had six new Junior Church members to add to our list of 

collectors, but there is always room for more.  As usual we had our 

awards service during the harvest festival and this year I have also run 

sessions in the Junior Church, using the Peace builder’s material. 

At the moment I am finding it difficult to get to morning worship 

regularly, due to other commitments.  I am therefore looking for 

someone to help with JMA on morning worship.  I am happy to carry on 

banking the money and keeping the records, but need someone to 

support me in collecting the money in from the children.  If you feel that 

you could help, please contact me. 

Well done and thank you to all the collectors and people that have 

supported us during the last year. Remember the JMA promise is to learn, 

pray and serve with the worldwide church of Jesus Christ. 

Pauline Rodway (JMA secretary) 
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Traidcraft 
If you want to make a difference to the lives of producers, who through 

fair trade are able to get a decent wage for their labours and so improve 

their lives and those of their families and communities, then try some 

Traidcraft products and help to fight poverty through trade.  

We have a sale on one Sunday each month although the cupboard can be 

opened at any other time for you to make a purchase.  During the last 

year we have started a Saturday morning Traidcraft stall during coffee 

morning and this is becoming popular and introducing more people to fair 

trade products.  We also have a stall at the Spring and Christmas Bazaars.  

We had a coffee morning and special Sunday service during Fair Trade 

Fortnight in March and sales of cards and gifts from the Christmas 

catalogue boost the sales figures further. 

We offer a wide variety of fairly traded goods for sale and new products 

come along all the time.  We also try to do special offers from time to 

time so that you can try a new product at a special price.  Jam, 

marmalade, biscuits, Geobars and Divine chocolate are firm favourites. 

Supermarkets now stock an increasing variety of fair trade products so 

look out for them.  Please continue to support our Traidcraft stall on a 

Saturday or Sunday morning and at other events and make your 

purchases to help the producers to earn a fair wage for their labours. 

To find out more about Traidcraft and its work go to 

www.traidcraft.co.uk. 

Thank you.   

Phyllis Clark 
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Foreign and British stamps. 
A very large and heavy box of stamps was recently handed to Martin 

Davies of The Leprosy Mission and he has sent a Thank You poster. The 

stamps which Pilgrims Way have donated during the past year have 

helped The Mission to raise thousands of pounds. This is a very valuable 

Christian service in which all can be involved. 

ALL stamps are needed, from the common British 

to the less-common foreign to the rare collection. 

Stamps should be taken off envelopes (or Diane 

and Paul can do this), leaving a small paper 

surround, not damaging the stamps, of about 

5mm (or about a quarter of an inch in old money). 

Please save your stamps and hand them to Diane. 

Diane and Paul Charman. 
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Other groups which share our premises 
 

 

• Little Butterflies Day Nursery 

• Rainbows, Brownies, Guides 

• Rangers, Beavers, Cubs, Scounts 

• Emmanuel Foresquare Gospel Church 

• Ambassadors Global Network 

• Childminders Group 

• G K R Karate 

• Yoga 

• L’Ecole du Samedi 

• Blood Transfusion Service 

• Research Organisations 

• Newham History Society 

• Tehillah Prophetic Ministries 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrims Way Church 
  

Church telephone and fax:  020 8552 5030 

Web site:     www.PilgrimsWay.org 

E-mail:     Enquiries@PilgrimsWay.org 

 

mailto:Enquiries@PilgrimsWay.org


P a g e  | 16 

 
 


